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Bight at the beginning of his parliamentary career
he made himself famous by winning the principal
steeplechase at the Adelaide Races. He had already
won many local steeplechases, and was soon to win
important steeplechases in Victoria, famous all over
the world for its steeplechasing.

From this time forward events hurried him on to
* Glory coupled with an early tomb.'

He sold his cottage in Adelaide, and determined to
live in his old home in the Mount Gambier district of
South Australia, on the wreck of his fortune, and what
he could make out of writing. H% had already, in
1865 and 1866, contributed 'Ye Wearie Wayfarer1
and * Hippodromania' to the Melbourne papers.
Some months later (in 1867) he started a livery business
in Ballarat, taking the stables of the principal hotel,
where he was soon joined by Harry Mount, brother
of Lambton Mount, his partner on his West Australian
station. This, partly owing to a bad accident, partly
to his unbusiness-Lke habits, resulted in a disastrous
failure within a year, and finally, after paying visits
in Melbourne for several months, he settled there in
the middle of 1869 to make a living as he could.

Almost immediately he began a remarkable list of
successes. At a bound he became the most famous
steeplechase rider in Australia.

On October 5, 1868, he seems to have left Ballarat
for good, and to have come to Melbourne on a visit
to Robert Power, the first of a series of visits which
lasted till the middle of 1869. On October 10, he
won three steeplechases in one day at the Melbourne
Steeplechase meeting, on Babbler, Viking, and Cadger ;
and a month later he won^the V.B.C. steeplechase on